Introduced by Council Members Fussell, Brown, Yarborough, Jones,  

Holt, Johnson & Redman:



RESOLUTION 2009-871
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE SOLDIERS OF THE 146TH EXPEDITIONARY SIGNAL BATTALION, “SAINTS OF SERVICE,” FLORIDA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD, ON THEIR RECENT RETURN FROM DEPLOYMENT IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the 146th Signal Battalion, Florida Army National Guard, originally organized on February 15, 1963, has been headquartered in Jacksonville for over 45 years; and

WHEREAS,
the Battalion, composed of citizen-soldiers, has been called on many occasions in its history to support, assist, and protect the citizens of Jacksonville and Florida’s communities during times of natural disasters; and

WHEREAS,
the Battalion has participated in numerous overseas deployment training exercises, including service in Europe and Central America; and
WHEREAS,
in 2003, the 146th was mobilized and remained on active duty for two years in support of Operations Enduring Freedom and Noble Eagle
; and
WHEREAS,
the Battalion transitioned to an Expeditionary Signal Battalion on October 16, 2006, with an authorized strength of 515 soldiers and is now currently the only Expeditionary Signal Battalion in the Reserve Component; and
WHEREAS,
in 2008, these great soldiers deployed to Iraq as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom in support of the Global War on Terrorism and have recently returned home after completion of a successful mission;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville honors and commends the soldiers of the 146th Expeditionary Signal Battalion, “Saints of Service,” on their willingness to serve our great nation and congratulates them on the safe and successful completion of their most recent deployment.



Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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